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Making sustainable sanitation inclusive  
for persons with disabilities 

The challenge 
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Box 1: The scale of the problem  
�  690 million people with disabilities worldwide 
�  80% of these live in developing countries 
�  2 billion people or one third of the human race 

is directly or indirectly affected by disabilities 
when considering family members, too. 
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What stops people with disabilities from ac-
cessing sanitation facilities? 
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Box 2: Who  benefits from accessible sanitation 
facilities? 
 

�  Persons with injuries and temporary impairments  
�  Elderly people and weak people, e.g. affected by 

HIV/AIDS  
�  Pregnant women  
�  Children and mothers helping young children  
�  Persons with a range of disabilities 
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Approach to sanitation system planning 
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Technical adjustments for accessible toilets 
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Box 3 : Obligations for actors in the sanitation 
sector 
�  Create awareness about real facts of disability 

and the impact on society.  
�  Identify the needs and concerns of people with 

disabilities alongside those of other poor and 
marginalised groups (participatory approach). 

�  Disseminate information about accessibility 
options to disabled community members to 
enable them to make informed decisions. 

�  Identify, include and promote inclusive and 
special design options for sanitation facilities in 
all program planning. 
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Practical example for innovative, accessible 
toilet design: bench UDDT 
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