
These days, Americans are divided on many issues. Too rarely do we have 
the chance to speak with one voice about values we all share. 

This week, United States Senators have just such an opportunity by supporting 
and voting to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD). 

The U.S. has led the way on this global accord which extends basic human 
rights to people with disabilities everywhere. 22 years ago, a deeply divided 
country came together and brought forth the passage of a major legislative 
milestone, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and now  the international 
community, developing and advanced nations alike,  has followed in our 
footsteps by ushering forth new protections, rights, and recognitions for 
disabled persons. 

Those unique and unmistakably American values declare that every person—every 
daughter, son, mother, father, sister and brother—has the right to live a better life 
free from isolation, abuse and discrimination.

The push for bipartisan agreement on ratification has been led by Republican 
Senators John McCain (AZ), John Barrasso (WY) and Jerry Moran (KS), 
Democratic Senators Richard Durbin (IL), Chris Coons (DE), Tom Udall (NM) 
and Tom Harkin (IA), former President George Herbert Walker Bush, former 
Senator Robert Dole, as well as former U.S. Attorney General Richard Thornburg. 

The treaty has firm support from 21 major veterans groups.

It’s not only the right thing to do, but it’s economically attractive!  Even the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce agrees that unleashing the potential of people 
with disabilities will benefit economic growth, create vast opportunities for U.S. 
businesses, and make it easier for U.S. employees with disabilities to participate 
in the global economy.

CRPD will help to open the long-closed international doors for more than one 
billion people with disabilities, particularly in developing countries, and Americans 
with disabilities who travel worldwide. It will not impact or interfere in any way 
with standing U.S. laws.

Support the rightS and independence of people with diSabilitieS. 
Vote to ratify the conVention on the rightS of perSonS with diSabilitieS.

conVention on the rightS of perSonS with diSabilitieS

On behalf of the brave men and women  
who have made the ultimate sacrifice for their country…

On behalf of countless patriotic veterans  
whose scars and wounds have made the world a more peaceful place… 

On behalf of the many proud Americans  
living with disabilities…

We the Undersigned Emphatically Urge the Senate to  
Support America’s Legacy of International Leadership   

by Ratifying the  Landmark Disabilities Treaty 
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